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IL 9, Soahen and Il. A. Charlton, game wardens 

of the Biological Survey, United States De-artment of AgrictUture, on Karch 

3 were shot from ambush, while performing officia2 duty in the Sengamcn Ever 

bottoms, Illinois, both of them receiving serious injuries. T&y are still 

under the care of physicians and it will be several weeks before they can 

return to-duty. 

Warden Charlton, who is in charge of the Chio district, was on 
. 

special duty in Illinois assisting Warden Roahen in suppressing viol&tions of 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in the Illinois River region. They bad heard 

. considerable shoot&g and, while gradually rorking toward the point where it 

was going on, discovered a full case of shotgun shells and two sheep-lined 

coats. As they stopped to make observations with a view to locating the 

-c hunters, a man concealed behind a tree about 25 yards away, evidently a g~.rd . 
for the hunters, opened fire on them with a shot+qn. That the violators were 

market hunters was evident from the case of shells and the fact that a 

guard was watching for persons who might dis?xrb them in their illegal 

activities. 
. 

The wardens had practically no cover whatever from the fire, 

aad although they returned it, the assailant was well protected by the tree 

in front Of him, and at the sound of firing was joined by two of his companions- 



The three &hen clpsed,,in on the war&m, all of the hunters keqing well pm- 

tect4d behind trees. It is thought that the one who started the ?hootj;gg 

Wa@ wounded for he called to the wardens that if they vould retreat, he and 

his companions vould do likewise and there would be no -more shots -exc*hanged. 

AS the wardens were rmact ically surmmded and their s\ma. hands SO weak they ; 
could not use t&m, this was th&$r aally choice,’ :“ 

‘Phe $woS#MdWi with dozens of No; 5 shbt in their bodies, had to 
i 

walk back through the rt_ve’r 3ot tms about fiTe’ mile6 to their boat, row for *- 
some distance, and then d&#$ to the awest tQt7il.‘&zk t&6 25 ra~lk am+, _. . . 

&eague ,:of .Illino+ for inhk&%iati lead&~g to the’ a&& aad conviction of the .: 
guilty gMrties - *While the men who did the shootiag :hWe..@zt ,.begn apprahe&+ ‘. ., 
several.cluee ha+e been x@marthi, apb it is beJ&@d th& as$ailAnt$ %&ll be 

<‘ 

: ., ._ 
bY Bn uskaosra perso; $out two y& ago while ia :&he ps3fornra~ice Mhis 

official duty. 

. 


